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BOROUGH  OF  DOVER. 


AMUaL  report  of  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  194.6. 


1.  The  Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  arriving  at  the 
Port  of  Dover  was  suspended  on  the  outbreak  oi  war  and  the 
appointment  of  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  lapsed  during  the 
period  of  hostilities.  In  anticipation  of  the  resumption  . 
of  cross-channel  boat  traffic  the  appointment  of  Medical 
inspector  of  Aliens  was  made  in  April  and  the  first  cross- 
channel .service  commenced  on  April  IDth,  1946.  The  s.'s. 
Canterbury  commenced  a daily  service,  in  both  directions, 
between  Dover  and  Calais.  The  outward  journey  which  was 
run  in  the  morning  did  not  affect  this  Department  and  the' 
inward  journey,  which  has  been  met  daily, 'was  scheduled  to 
arrive  at  5,50  (B, S.T. ) The  boat  continued  to  run  on  this 
schedule  throughout  the  summer  until  October  7th  when  the 
time  of  arrival  was  altered  -to  4.50  (G.M.  T.  ) On  this  ■ date 
also,  a second  boat  service  was  inaugurated  between  Dover 
and  Ostende,  the  service  being  operated  by  Belgian  boats. 

The  s.s,  Canterbury  was  replaced  by  the  s.s.  Invicta  which 
continued  to  operate  the  service  for  the  rest  of  the 

year.  During ' the  holiday  periods  in  mid-summer  the  time 
of  the  arrival  of  the  boat  was  subject  to  considerable 
fluctuation  and  the  time  of  clearance  was  nrolonged  far 
beyond  that  which  ¥/as  customary  in  pre-v\/ar  days;  this 
was  chiefly  due  to  the  operation  of " currency  regulations 
and  a strict  control  on  the  entry  of  aliens  into  this 
country.  These  two  factors  apolied  to  a large  number 
of  passengers  produced  inevitable  delay  and  on  several 
occasions  extra  boats  were  run  to  cope  with  abnormal 
numbers  of  passengers, 

2.  The  following  routine  is  carried  out  for  the 
inspection  of  aliens  landing  in  Port:- 

No  passengers  are  inspected  on  the  boats  but 
all  alien  passengers  are ' inspected  as  they  leave 
the  boats  and  pass  the  Immigration  Officers  on  their 
way  to  the  Customs.  The  Medical  Inspector  is  able 

to  get  a satisfactory  view  of  all  the  alien  passengers  . 
and  it  is  considered  that  the  medical  inspection 
provided  complies  with  the  provisions  of  the  Aliens  Order. 
The  only  exception  to  this  is  that  when  people  have 
been  selected  for  examination  by  the  Immigration  Officer 
the  Doctor  is  naturally  absent  from  his  place  of 
observation  whilst  dealing  with  the  persons  referred. 

In  actual  practice  this  turns  out  to'be  a theoretical 
rather  than  practical  consideration  as  the  passengers 
are  delayed  when  passing  the  Immigration  Officers. 

It  was  the  custom' of  the  Port  at  one  time  for  all 
examinations  to  be  carried  out  after  the  last 
passenger  who  was  not  to  be  examined  had  pag^sed 
through,  .but  this  was  discontinued  as  there  were 
compLainis  that  people  were  failing  to  catch 
their  trains.  Thc^ facilities  for  medical  examination 
are  exactly  the  same  as  those  provided  before  the 
war  - two  consulting  rooms  with  four  examination 
cubicles  - and  this  accommodation  is  quite  adequate 
to  deal  with  the  number  of  people  passing  through. 

On  several  occasions  liners  have  called  at  the  Port 
and  the  Medical  Inspector  has  proceeded  out  to  the 
liner  by  tender,  thus  combining  his  duties  under 


the  Aliens'  Order  with  those ‘under  the  Port 
Sanitary  Regulations  of  1933.  On  other 
occasions,  when- .liners  hay^,.  called  at  the  Port, 
the  nassengers  have  been  inspected  after  they 
have  come  ashore  from  the  fender. 


3.  By  reference  to  the  records  and  conversation  with 

the  Immigration  Officers  it  would  appear  that  the  nassengers’ 
general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  far  better  than  it  was  • 
before  the  war  and  no  rejections  on  account  of  vermin 
have  been  made  during  the  past  year.  ’^ith  regard  to  the 
people  referred  for  detailed  examination  special  comments 
seem  to  be  called  for  in  the  case  of  (i)  those  holding 
Minis trv  of  Labour  Permits,  and  (ii)  those  travelling  under 
"Code  Q"  arrangements.  In  the  case  of  the  former  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  girls  coming  over  for 
domestic  service' are  not  of  the  order  that  it  was  customary 
to  meet  before  the  war.  Most  of  the  girls  are  of  a 
higher  educational  standard  themselves  and  are  simply 
coming  vdth  the  idea  of  having  an  extended  holiday 'and 
learning  English;  detailed  examination  of  these  people 
is  not  called  for  and  in  fact  it  would  be  impossible 
on  many  occasions  to  carry  this  out  in  view  of  the  numbers 
that  travel  on  a particular  boat.  It  has  been' quite  common 
to  have  15-20  in  a night,  and  allowing  10  minutes  for 
a routine  examination  this  would  have  meant  a total  of  Some 
3 hours  v^ork.  In  view  of  this,  examinations,' have  onl;^ 
been  carried  out  in  cases  of  apparent  ill-health,  or  if 
there  has  been  a history  of  previous  illness.  The  subjects 
referred  under  "Code  Q"  arrsingement s have  to  a large 
extent  been  very  old  people,  and  because  of  their  age  ■ . 

and  the  nature  of  the"  ordeals  -through  which  they  have  passed 
on  the  Continent  during  the  war  they  have  been  generally 
in  a poor  state  of  hL;£ilth.  The  maintenance  of  these 
people  is  however  guaranteed  by  the  relatives  or  friends 
in  England  to  whom  they  are  coming  and  consequently 
certificates  have  not  been  issued  to  these  people. 

4.  SpeaKing  generally  no  difficulties  have  been 
experienced  in  the  administration  and  working  of  the 
Aliens'  Order,  No  instances  have  occurred  of  aliens 
refusing  to  submit  to  examination.  The  liaison 
with  the  Immigration  staff  at  Dover  leaves  nothing  to 
be  desired  and  the  staff  have  been  most  co-'OiDerative 
on  all  occasions. 


1st  March,  1947.  Signed .V. . D, . B. . Gartside. . . . . 

Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens. 
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Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 
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Amount  of  Shiuninp;  Entering  the  Port  duriny  the  Year 

TABLE  A. 


II,  Charac^ter  of  Trade  of  Port, 


' table  B, 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  the  year,  j 


No.  of  Passengers 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

i 

7 

Transmigrants 

( * 

Inwards  ' ...  ... 

TOTi 

L=  205,: 

'32' 

- 

Outwards 

TOTi 

_J 

.L  = 206 ,( 

I 

)93 

- 

y ; ^ ' (b;)  Cargo  Traffic, 

Principal  Imports:-  General  merchandise, .wines, 
i foodstuffs,  and  coal,; 

Principal  Exports;-  Cars . and,  general  merchandise. 

Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive. 

• • I 

Couth  and  West  African,  Iberian,  Scandinavian,  and  Baltic. 


cable  only  to  Ports  armroved  for  the  landing  of  Alien 
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*iaEDICAL  INSFECTIOH  OF  xiLIEiB. 


! Ill  / ^~a'ter  Sur)T3ly. 

(1)  For  the  Port:  Dover  Corooratior  Mains. 

' (2)  For  shiooing:  Dover  Gorhoration  Mains. 

!•  (3)  Dumber  of ’Fater  Boats:  Nil. 

; IV.  Port  Health  Regulations,  1933- and  19/3. 

( 1 ) ' Arrangements  for  dealing  vdth  Declarations  _oX  Health . 

^ These  are  collected,  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  if  he 
boards  the  vessels  on  arrival,  orbylLM.  Customs  Officers. 
■ . In  the  latter  case^  each  declaration  is  forwarded  to  the 
, Port  Medical  Officer  forthwith.  .During  tne  year  19/6 
i declarations  of  health;  were  received  in  regard  to  /O 
^ vessels.  Of  these  vessels  6 were  boarded  by  Sanitary 
. Ins.]Dectors  and  the  remaining  3/  by  li.M.  Customs  Officers. 

(2)  Boarding  of  vessels  on  arrival.  ' 

The  Port  Mediceil  Officer  only  boards  homeward  vessels 
from  foreign  ports  when  the  compulsory'  advance  wireless 
message  indicates,  that  boarding* is  necessary. 

(3) ']  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  vessels 
; requiring  special  attenTron. 


As  from  1st  May,  193/?  the  Minister  of  Health  a^uoroved 
the  enforcement  locally  of  Article. .6  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
Regulations,  193.3?  as  to  advance  wireless  messages  from 
; .vessels,  and  the  .'abbreviated  telegraphic  address  - 
; ! ; ''Portelth,  Dover'  - is  registered  fpr  this  purpose. 

' I ‘ ..  : : . - 

■ I , ' 

(/) ' Mooring  Stations  designated  under  Art.  10. 

p ^ith  the  concurrence  of  the  Commissioners  6f  H.M.  Customs 
' and  Excise,  the  following  have  been  designated,  locally  :- 

(a)  For  ships  ^.'dnfccted'  or  'suspected'  as  defined  in 
ii  ' Art.  2 of  the  Port  Sanitary  pLCgulations , 1933?  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Health,  and  ships  having  a case 
of  typhus  fever  or  smallpox  .on  board  - 

■'The  Outer  Harbour,  inside  the  breakwater.' 

■ (b)  For  all  ofther  shins  which  may?  be  unhealthy  within 

. the  meaning  of  the  aforesaid  Regulations  - 

f ‘ : • ; I 

I 'Their  place  of  mooring,  discharge  or  loading.  ' 

(5)  • Particulars  of  anv  standing  exemntions  from  jyie_  pro  vis  i^^^ 


There  have  been  no  standing  exemptions  locall^^ 
to  Art.  1/  beyond  the  arrangement  under  ;■(/)  (by 


in  regard 
above. 


( ^ ) Experience  of  .w/orking  Art.  16. 


No  instance  of  necessary  application  arose  during  the 
, year. 

* Ij 


) 
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What,  if  any,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  - 

( a ) Premises  and  'Waiting  Rooms  for  Medical  Examination. 

Two  medical  inspection  rooms  vdth  four  cubicles 
are  provided" and  are  quite  satisfactory.^ 

(b)  Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of. Ships,  Persons  and 
Tllothing  and’  dfhef  Articles;"  ' ; 


Infected  quarters  are  disinfected,  and  bedding  and 
clothing  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 

steam  disinfection.  A cleansing  sta'tion  is  - 

provided  at  the  Isolation  Hosnital,  and  cases 
are  dealt  with  as  they  arise. 

( c ) Premises  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of 

"Persons  under" tHe~lte gulat ions. 

Provision  is  made  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
such  accomjTiodation. 

( d ) Hospital  a c co mmodati on  available  for  Plague , 

"Whole r^,  YeTTow  Pe ve rf'B'mall pox  and~~oTher 

infectious  diseases. 

At  the  Isolation  Hospital,  or  the  Smallpox  Hosnital 
at  Poulton  as  occasion  arises.  The  accommodation 
’ at  these  institutions  is  adequate  for  probable 
emergencies.  ■ 

( e ) Ambulance  Transport. 

There -are  motor  ambulances  available  for  tov/n  and 
port  requirements,  and  a motor  van  for  transport 
•of  infected  bedding  and  clothing. 

(f)  Supervision  of  Contacts. 

The  necessary  organisation  has  been  arrangeci  unrier 
art.  16.  of  the  regulations. 

Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological 
examinatTon'~Qt  rafs  Tor^Pleigue. 

Rats  from  'Infected'  or  'suspected'  ships  are  sent  to  the 
Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  occasion  arises, 
but  this  was  not  necessary  during  191-6, 

Arrangements  for  othe r bacteriological  or  pathological 
examination. 

Specimens  are  examined  at  the  County  Laboratory, 

Maidstone,  when  necessary.  No  specimens  were  dealt  with 
in  191-6, 

Arrangements  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal 
"Hisease  amongs  t'"  saiTofs  unHer  Tn'TernationaT  arfam-ements". 

Cases  reported  are  informed  of  the  local  arrangements 
and  dates  when  treatment  can  be  obtained  at  the'V.D.  clinic. 

Arrangement  for  the  interment  of  dead. 

An  adequately  eguipned  mortuary  is  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority.  It  is  conveniently  situated  and  available 
for  port  cases.  Interments  would  take  place  in  the  local 
burial  grounds  if  occasions  arose. 


Table.  C. 


Cases  of  Infectious  sickness  landed  from  Ves 

sels . 

Disease, 

1 T 

1 1 

1 No,  of  cases  during  the  year.  1 

1 r 1 

1 Passengers.  | Crew.  | 

1 1 I 

> 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 

No.  of  1 

Vessels  | 
concerned.! 

1 

1 

1 

Average  No. 
of  cases 
for 

previous 

5 years. 

Pneumonia. 

i i I 

I 1 1 

1 ■ 1 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

0 - -JL  _ _ _ _ _1_. 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21  (inc. 

naval 

cases). 

Table  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vesse 
during  the  voyage,  but  disposed  of  prior  to 
■ arrival. 

Is 

Disease. 

r ^ 

1 No,  of  cases  during  the  year.' 

, ...  ..j.- sa  , 

1 1 1 

1 Passengers.  | Crew.  | . 

> 1 1 

1 1 1 

> 1 

1 

1 

No.  of  i 

Vessels  | 
concerned! 

1 

1 

1 

Average  No. 
of  cases 
for 

previous 

5 years. 

Typhoid  Fever, 

1 1 1 

1 - 1 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

1 j 

1 

Nil. 

V.  Measures  , against  Rodents. 

( 1 ) Steps  taker  for  detection  of  rodent  plapjue. 

(a)  In  ships  in  the  Port. 

Ships  entering  the  Port  are  periodically  inspected 
for  the  presence  of  rats  and" any  dead  rats  found 
under  doubtful  circumstances  would  be  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination, 

(b)  On  quays,  PTiarves,  "'arehouses s etc.  5 in  vicinity 

~oT  tlie  TOff7 

The  warehouses  in  use  were  those  of  the  Naval 
Authorities  and  the  Southern  Railway,  and  in  addition 
there  were  buildings  used  by  the  Military,  The 
Port  Sanitar}^  Staff  carried  out  inspections  when 
requested  by  the  Naval  and  Military  Authorities  and 
inspected  the  warehouses  of  the  Southern  Railway  by 
routine. 

(2)  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between 
'Shore'  ancPUNTps, 

2 Rat  guards  are  provided  by  the  Authority  for  use 
vifhen  required. 


( 3 ) Methods  of  deratisatiop  of  - 
(a)  Ships. 


During  194-6 s 7 vessels  were  subjected  to  full 

• rat-searching  inspection,  5 Deratisation  and 

■■'1  3 De.ratlsation  Exemption  Certificates  being 

issued  -2  Deratisation  Certificates  being  in 
respect  of  one  vessel.  HCN.  fumigation  was 
carried  qut  on  4 vessels,  one  vessel  being 
fumigated  twice, 

( b ) Premises  in  Vicinity  of  Docks  and  ^uays. 

The  warehouses  in  use  were  those  of  the  Naval 
Authorities  and  the  Southern  Railway,  together 
with  buildings'  occupied  by  the  Military,  and  in 
respect  of  Naval  and  Military  premises  the 

; Port  Sanitary  Staff  carried  out  inspections 

when  requested  to'  'do  so.  ’ The  .Southern  Railway 

deal  with  rats  on  their  premises  at  the  Tort 

and  throughout  the  year  the  closest  co-operation 
was  maintained  with  them. 

(4)  Measures  taken. for  detection  of  rat  prevalence 
in~~^ips~liM~'on'^Tiore.  

Routine  sanitary  inspections  were  carried  out  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors , and* all  foreign-going 
vessels  dealt  with  under: Art.  19  of  the.  1933 
Regulstions,  : ' ^ 

XS):  ■Ratrp.roof  ing^ 

(a)  To  'what  extenX.,_are_do'eks_5_  wharves,  v/arehouses  etc,_^ 

' " ' ro-t-proef 7"  ■ ■ 

! The  warehouses  .in  use  were  those  of  the  Navsd 

; Authorities:'  and  the  Southern  Railway  and  buil lings 

^ occupied  by  the  Military,  : Inspections  were 

7 carried  out  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Staff  when 
.■•••7  requested  in  respect  of  the  Naval  and  Military 
Authorities  and  by  houtine  in  the  -cas-e  of  the 
Southern  Railway, 

( b ) Action  taken  to ^ extend  rat-proofing . 

Any  points  coming  under  notice  in  the  course  of 
rat-searching  vessels  &ire  dealt  with  as  a 
routine. 


Rats  destroyed  during  the  year. 
Table  E. 

(1)  On  Vessels. 


Number 'of  Rats. 


Jan 


Feb 


(. 


Mail  Aol 


May 


June 


July 


^ ^ 


aug 


T r — r — r- 


— — ♦- 


Oct 


Nov 


Dec 


Total 

in 

Year 


Black 

Brown 

Species  not 
recorded 
Examined 
Infected  with 
pi  ague 


3 


80 


89 


I I I I I t 1 

I J 1 1 1 i 4- J. J i 1 1_. 


Table  F. 


(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Nharves  and  'Warehouses, 


Number  of  Rats, 


Jan 


Feb 


1 

I 

Marl  A pi 

1 
1 
I 
I 


May 


Junel  July 


T' 


Aug 


Sept 


Oct 


Nov  Dec 


Total 

in 

Year, 


Black 

Brown 

Snecies  not 
recorded 
Examined 
Infected  with 
plague 


3 

9 


4 

8 


T — - 

1 

3 i 2 
7 111 

I 


1 

6 


2 I 
10  I 

I 


3 

7 


5 

12 


3 

6 


2 

7 


^ i 

5 ' 


2 

8 


96 


1-i— L_-i— i-.i 


I 


I 

1 

*4- 


I 

- 


1 

I 

I 


Table  G. 


Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  'Infected' 
Vessels  or  Vessels  from  Plague  Infected  Ports 
the  Port  during  the  year. 


or  'Susnected' 
arriving  in 


Table  H, 


Deratisation  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates 
issued  during  the'  y^ar. 


Net  Tonnage 


1. 


No.  of 
•Shins. 


2. 


No.  of  Deratisation  Cert- 
ificates Issued, 


"AfTc  r ' Tumi  gal  lon 

with 


ttcn: 


3. 


■SNI=" 

phur 

f. 


■HCF” 

and 

Sul- 

rhur. 

5. 


After . I Total 

Traop-| 
ing 

I'oison- 
ing  &g\ 


6. 


7. 


hOi"'  Oi-  Dcra.f- Totul 
isdtion  Ex-  ICert- 
_em,ption  ' } if  ic- 
'C e f 1 1 f i ca--  I ate  s 
tes  Issued^  j Issu- 
I ed. 


8. 


-K- 


9. 


Shi'-'s  un  to  300  tons 
" from  301  tons 
to  1000  tons 
" from  1001  tons 
to  3000  tons 
" from  3001  tons 
to  10000  tons 


1 

5 

1 


2 

3 


2 

3 


2 

1 


totals^  _ 7 


■T 

1 

I 

-J. 


i 1 


I - 
I 

■I 

f 


I 8 


+ - Apnlicable  only  to  those  ports  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health  for 
the  issue  of  Deratisation  Certiiicates  and.  Deratisation  Exemption 
Certificates  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  28  of  the 
•:  International  Sanitary  Convention,  1926.  (Form  Port  II.) 

' As  from  8th  May,  1930,  the  Port  of  Dover  was  approved  for  the 
, purpose, 

: Fork  commenced  here  in  June, '1930,' 


VI.  Hygiene  of  Crews*  Spaces, , 

Table  J, 

Classif ic a t ion  of  Nuisances,  ■ 


Nationality 
^ of  a 
: Vessel,  ■■ 

1 

Number  inspected  1 
during  the  year,  | 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Defects  of  | 
original  | 
construct-  i 

ion.  1 

1 

1 

S true tural 
defects 
through 
wear  and 
tear. 

1 

1 Dirt,  vermin  and 
j other  conditioiB 

1 prejudicial  to 
! ' health. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

British 

64  i 

1 

“ 1 

2 

i 

r 

1 

1 - — "* 

1 

Other  Nations 

o 

I — 1 

1 1 

J 1 1 
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VII. 


Food  Inspection, 


( 1 ) Action  taken  unde r the  Vub lie  Health  (Imnorted  F o od ) 

Rc'ru  1 Cl 1 1 0 ns V’ ' 1 937 theTuI)lic  Health  (Imported  ‘Mill ) 
Regulations  y anTTThc  -LubTic  Health  Vi  res~ervaTivcs 


etc.  ,13  FoodlrKcgulat i o ns  t 'T6~  19X0'." 


Article. 


France. 
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Total  = 18813  Tonsy  3 Gwts.  3 Qtrs. 


The  following  amounts  of  foodstuffs  were  condem.ned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  destroyed:- 


From  France: 


From  Italy: 


Tons. 

A 
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15 


Cwts.  Qtrs. 
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peaches. 

Apricots. 

Peaches. 

Pears, 

Plums, 

G-rapes. 

Kakis. 

Chestnuts, 


In  addition  to  the  foregoing , 3 tons  of  wet  fish  ex 
detained  French  trawler  B,  3101  were  insoccted,  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  destroyed, 

( 2 ) Shell-fish,  I nf ormation  res  pec tin g any  shell-fish  beds  or 
• "layings  within  the  .jaris diction  oi  tnc  r. s.A,"  stating 

wlie ther  'THe y are  'Tif^e'  o'ninion  of^tlie^'Scdicar  Ui'l'icer 
liable  to  poITuTi o n . Report 'of  an y a c'^o n TakenjinjI^ 

the  i'u  b I i c He  a ft  h'TS'heTT- f isTi')'  TTeguTatidnsT  dr  The 

Food  and  orugs  nGt,  ~TT387 

There  are  no  Shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the 
district* 

( 3 ) Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by:- 

^ teriologist , 

Nature  of  Sample,  Result  of  Examination. 


Nil. 

(b)  Ana lys t. 

Nature  of  Sample,  Result  of  Examination. 
Cheese  ( 3 samples)  Satisfactory, 

Drained  Cherries  Satisfactory. 
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